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A Specially Abled Child

-Blessy Lebanone
FYJC Arts

I know of a little Boy,
Who is cheerful like a butterfly,

Never have I seen him cry, \\; h“;‘“”\\ _____ )
Nor heard him ask “Why?” \ \\ \
Life is simple for him thought I, \\ \/1
Until I spoke to him as he stood by. P

I enquired his name with a wide smile,
His response almost made me cry.
Understanding him was my difficult try,
As his hands spoke but tongue remained dry.

To pity him was my immediate reply, -
“He isn’t like me” that I couldn’t deny.
Q\ But I realized my mistake and did sigh,
,N And decided to befriend the little boy.

/ _———\ Learning the sign language was my beautiful try,

“{” /“ '\F\ And his company I'll keep till I die.

/ i

~ {"/ | H o I do praise the Most High,

L il WY i,l \J or making me love this little boy.

\\ / And request Him, to grant him a life, PLAY
Which is full of joy.

\
A\

Rg
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Looking at the swirling red blotches on the canvas, a group of people
contemplated the art placed before them.

"Strawberries!” someone blurted. “Yes, those are strawberries!”
L}

"No, that's Ronald Weasley from Harry Potter!” someone else butt in,
squinting hard.

"You two are wrong,” a third one asserted. “That's clearly a.sp

- .S - o= :1. " "l I: k

And so it went, murmurs and guesses rising in volume, every ,ind‘ividul 1 '} A
putting forth their interpretation of the painting. ‘]

3

Meanwhile, the artist stood by the side, smiling. His work was meant to
evoke communication and he knew it'd succeeded.
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Tell Someone

-Grace Dsouza

All you see is darkness
And you might see the light.

Tell someone you feel like fading
And all you need is a little saving.
Some kind words, maybe a hug
Can save a life from ending.

Tell someone who wants to hear
Something they need to hear.
Stop by and lend an ear
To someone dear,

Someone who needs to let out a tear.

Tell someone you're there for them
And hold them when they fall
All it takes is one phone call
And time may not run out.

Tell someone you love them
Face to face, cause time flies by,
Don't wait for that one fine day

For your hair will turn grey

In the blink of an eye.

Look in their eyes
And tell that one
What you feel like.
Cause words, my love

XU




We have all
But we don't have time.
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Yours truly
Jane-Anne

-Nia Jain

FYJC Arts

“My friends often inquire why I still choose
the classic pen and paper to journal instead
of just typing down in an online diary. My
reply is often a chuckle for only I know how
I cherish the musty smell of old books. The
clacking of keys on a laptop is a monotonous
drone but the sound of scribbling! Every
word I write is rife with emotions and when
I write, I can hear myself think.I can be my
most vulnerable self. Communication is a
harmonious song and vulnerability is it’s
essence.” Jane-Anne wrote in the deafening
silence in that dimly lit attic. A thunderous
blast tore through the silence. She glanced at
the Eiffel tower and scribbled again, “I just
heard a blast. It is probably the Americans
bombing us, the French, again. I wish I could
say that I am unperturbed but in reality, I am
petrified.”

Perhaps, this war could have been avoided
it we had simply communicated. I miss the
days when I used to go to school. I remember
our computer teacher told us that modern
technology like social media and texting
aids us to understand each other better and
I used to smile at the irony. To understand
each other, humans need to communicate
and to communicate, humans need to be
vulnerable. Social media is a veil and a person
surreptitiously tucks their weaknesses, love
and emotions under the veil. How can one
truly communicate then?
not words.

Communication is just

Communication is the moisture in our
eyes during tough goodbyes. It is the warm
embrace that delineates I am proud of
you. It is the slight smile when you see
your sibling perform crazy antics. It is
the trembling of our voice when we pray
during gloomy days. Communication is
emotions. It is a vulnerability. It is trust.
"My friend, humans are not meant to stare
at dull grey texts on screens. Humans
are meant to adore nature and mull
about her signs. Humans are meant to
gaze into each other’s eyes while they
speak of things they love. We are meant
to listen, not just the words but the
ecstatic giggles, the stifled sniftles and the
sighs of relief. Humans are meant to be
vulnerable with each other. We are meant to
empathize and that is communication.” Jane-
Anne breathed. She wished that the leaders
had empathized before they declared war.
She wished that they had just communicated.

“Today, I have to flee my hometown, Paris. I




grew up gawking at the Eiffel Tower’s lights
and I had promised to admire them for
eternity. The lights are not glowing today for
it is a grim day. Istoday the end of eternity?

I hope not, friend. The world is wondrous,
we just need to communicate. We just need
to trust. Trust brings us together and what
brings us together can never tear us apart.

Yours truly,
Jane-Anne.”
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.- Reliable or

"Knock knock!"
"Come closer"

"Shut up."

"Stay away from me."

How easy is it for us to convey our emotions,
talk about our feelings, cry, shout, scream
in excitement and what not. Does any
other animal convey these feelings as easily
as we do? Communication in the animal
world is described as any signal or cue by
one organism which alters the behaviour
of another organism. Not every organism
has well developed Plica Vocalis or vocal
cords like us humans. Animals use different
modes like sound, light, touch, smell
to communicate with each other. These
signals travel through air or water and are
picked up by sensory organs of the receiver.

Light can be used as a signal only for animals
which are awake during the day, whereas
some nocturnal animals like fireflies can
overcome this barrier by producing light
to communicate. As for sound, male green
tree frog uses two types of mating sound
to call females at a larger distance. She first
locates the low frequency sound (which
travels a larger distance) and starts following
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"Unreliable?

-Omika Keswani
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it. As she gets closer to the male, the sound
gets louder because of the high frequency
sound and successfully mates with the male.

Tactile communication is used by water
striders (Gerris) to check for preys and
predators. They vertically oscillate their
legs to produce ripples in water, through
which communication is achieved. Another
example is of Chimpanzees, they touch
and kiss each other's hands in gestures
of reconciliation after a fight, Chemical
signals are better developed and used by
insects and mammals. Some signals are as
short as one second, while the others are
long lived. In the case of territorial animals,
marking territories becomes very important.
Animals like Hyenas and Dik-diks, mark
their territory using anal glands and tear
glands respectively. The male oriental fruit
moth (Grapholita nolecta) locates the
female because of her scent. When they
meet, he wafts his scent at her, a pheromone,
which is favorite food for both sexes.

The entire animal kingdom does not
work on these honest reliable signals.
Sometimes, the signals are manipulative,
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, for the ulterior benefit of only one of the
communicating animals. This scenario leads
to & Caﬁﬂlct There is selection pressure
for 51gnals to be reliable and honest. But
~sometimes, it's easy to get fooled. Female
fireflies of the genus Photurus can flash light
in two dlsvmct ways, one can attract males of
its own»spec1es and the other, which it can
attract males of a different species. Another
example is of an angler fish, which uses
a small light as a bait to get its food. This
light looks like a worm which attracts small
fishes, and stands as a major food source
for the anglerfish. Some moths camouflage
themselves to a colour of a poisonous moth,
so they can't be consumed by predators.

Most animals thus rely on signals which
are difficult to produce or cannot be

manipulated. Such signals cost a lot of
energy, which will make sure that the signals
are honest. Female deers thus select a male
which has long lasting antlers. Generally,
males shed their antlers during autumn.

Only a male which is strong enough to retain
the antlers will be a better mate and is capable
of taking care of the female in winters. This
is a signal which is difficult to manipulate,
and thus a reliable one. In no case are these
animals strategically planning to deceive
otheranimals. In most cases, natural selection
has favoured animals that behaved in certain
ways and elicited particular responses from
other animals with no conscious thought
about what they were doing. So, would you
call all these animals reliable or unreliable?
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Speak Up! Be Responsible!

Be Open!

-Dr. Pratibha Naitthani

Department of Political Science

Here is the glimpse of conversation with Prof. Dr. Pratibha Naitthani who
has given her views on communication in today’s world.

What comes to your mind when you
hear the word communication?
Communication is interacting with
someone, telling about your ideas to
someone and getting to know about the
same from others.

What according to you are the areas
where engaging in conversations has
become a need of the hour?

As long as were human beings, in
every aspect of our life, it's important to
interact with others. With technological
development,intra-personal conversations
are becoming lesser day by day, which

one would cherish forever in future. But
today, with the widening loss of face-to-
face conversation, one is missing out on
living life rather than managing life over
social media platforms as a stance of
maintaining status. One of my experiences
which professors could relate to would be
when we visit cafes or hotels or such places
of leisure. We often find the youngsters
busy interacting not with the ones they
are sitting, but with those who aren't
there; obviously through today's favourite
square gadget: our dear mobile phone!

Can you share with us an incident where

is not healthy for the well-being of you experienced the presence of lack of

individuals and society at large. Thus it
is evident that we're losing on personal
touch which amounts to be an important
aspect of conversation.

What according to you are the areas
where communication gap is widely
seen?

In my opinion, communication gap is seen
everywhere, in all the possible differences
created either by man or by nature. It
has been constantly reflected in parent-
child relationships, family and friends.
'Living in the moment' is the real treasure
of life. Sharing your problems, thoughts
and feelings with each other is something

communication?

As a teacher, it is an irony for me
to experience the increasing lack of
communication during the online classes.
Earlier it was completely different and
fruitful. The discussions during lectures,
around the campus, solving doubts of
students, all this was beneficial from
academic as well at personal, emotional
and mental level.

As a social activist, what do you think is
the role of communication in bringing
about social change or voicing your
opinion about a taboos?

It is extremely important to communicate
anything with regards to what you want
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to draw people’s attention to or the
change you want to see. Because without
speaking or communicating, no one
would get to know about your opinions
and ideas. However, we're becoming too
judgemental. If one appreciates another’s
opinion, then the person is welcomed. If
the reverse happens, the person would
be condemned for expressing his views. I
am sure everyone must have experienced
it at some point of their life. The cherry
on the top is the growing use of social
media platforms. Though the social media
forums like facebook and twitter have been
created for leisure and keeping one up-to-
date, it is the same forum which is making
us intolerant. From the perspective of a
student-teacher relationship, conversation
is becoming narrower due to developing
hesitation towards accepting a no or
getting a counter argument for one's
opinion. It can be one of the best examples
of intolerance which is dangerous for
personality development. Because in the
virtual world, we have the option to ignore
which is definitely not there in reality!
Simultaneously the shortcuts used during
WhatsApp conversations are reflected in
academics

Do you think fruitful, thoughtful and
insightful communication supported
by rational thinking will help in
eradicating social constraints present
in the society?

Effective communication and its impacts
are not only restricted to individuals
but they cover society and social change.
Efforts of leaders like Ishwarchandra
Vidyasagar, Raja Rammohan Roy, Tilak
and Gandhi have set an example that
rational thinking and right conversation
can bring about social change. Hence it
is evident that communication played an
important role as a change maker.

As a scholar of political science whose
ultimate goal is to create an aware and

responsible citizens of India, how
far communication has helped you?
Communication is a two-way process.
Both the speaker and the listener should
be compatible enough to accept what
one has to say and what is the opinion
of others about the same. In the present
time, such precaution is mandatory in all
areas including academics. Thus it is very
important to be a learner throughout your
life; then communication will become
smooth and successful.

Since political relations is your arena,
how would you analyse today's politics
on the basis of communication?
How the developing technologies of
communication have impacted political
discussions?

As every coin has two sides, today
communication is becoming a double-
edged sword which can be used for your
offence and your defence. At the same time,
the modern means of communication
have become a boon for political leaders
around the globe to let the world and their
country know about their ideas and vision.

What message would you like to give to
students?

Be Responsible! Be a responsible citizen!
Be a responsible reader, speaker and
communicator! And nevertheless ‘Be Open
and Communicate as much as you can!
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An event to honour the idea of A virtual event to celebrate

Swarajya by Chattrapatti Shivaji Maharashtra day/Labour day
Maharaj conducted on Youtube.

Online Guru Pournima Celebrations
graced by our Honourable Principal
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Youtube Premiere of the Inaugural Event. An event put together to portray the
importance of mental health during the Lockdown

Navaratri Celebrations
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A Diwali celebration with the theme 'Celebrating Happiness' with a vast
range of events organised over the span of 4 days on Zoom and youtube:

R. QTG MaTaRIST- Essay writing competition
R. 91841 hel- Open Mic Evening
doTifehd- aRET STGMET- A nostalgic guidance from ex-committee members
3. ThATdell- IAMSST AARSTHTI- A workshop series
¥. fRges 31He - Tah ufRkEarg- Conclave and Magazine launch
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WS- mvm .xaviers [ > 25:32/54:25

A PR activity to reminisce the Summer Nostalgia, followed by a live
with Celebrity Chef Vishnu Manohar

faeter- Capturing Moments

‘ Swnile please:

‘A candid talk with Indrajit Khambe
! {;‘L‘>|{-|‘=I [GEe

I A LIVE

: R IATRE, 2022
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A food photography competition, followed by a delightful live session with
Mr.Indrajit Khambe for the audience
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Virtual Celebration of the 75th Independence Day

Kasoor- The MVM Edition.

A walk down the MVM memory lane.
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Virtual Ganesh Chaturthi Celebrations

fAerer fe Irelienor

Virtual Teacher's Day Celebration.
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UERUT' Q- JITET=AT USET3HTS -
LIVE SESSIONS

A series of interesting and eye-opening live sessions, namely:
% g ginRfter FFGI?- with Ms. Dyanada Kadam
& faFeTT with Ms.Maithili Apte

3.The Art of Conversation with Mr. Aman Shukla
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- a tribute to the heroes
of the Kargil War
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